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Abstract

Ambai is a Tamil writer. Ambai's short story “Veetin Moolayil Oru Samayalarai”
(Kitchen in the Corner of the House) has caught everyone's attention in the Tamil reading
community. She writes about how women are maltreated in the family where men treat them
as slaves forever. A woman is needed only for cooking and no family head considers her as
his wife, daughter or daughter-in-law as equals of the men of the family. According to them,
a woman who comes to their house after getting married is considered to be a cook. The
short story “Veetin Moolayil Oru Samayalarai” is the best example of it. The character
Babaji who is the head of the family in this story does the consider the women as talented
women. Women who suggestions to fulfil their needs are ignored. In the short story, the
woman protagonist Meenakshi tells Babaji about expanding the kitchen. He ignores that and
builds another room which is not needed. It shows the patriarchal domination and hegemony
of the family. Hence, Ambai has written about such patriarchal trends and the cruelties that
happen to women in a family. This article studies the feminist thoughts in the short story
“Veetin Moolayil Oru Samayalarai”.
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